intellectually inferior to him. He was ever modest and his mind was
"strongly impressed with those moral distinctions which he ever
retained/'9

A collection of his English poems, composed at Harrow, was
presented by him to his friend Parnell in 1 763. The first and the longest
poem of this collection was one entitled Prolusions, which was a critique
of the various styles in pastoral writings. Written by him when he was
fifteen years old, this is the original of the poem later published under
the title Arcadia.

The situation in the University did not prove congenial for Jones;
he expected to see a Dr Sumner in every one of the teachers, but all of
them were disappointing. Neither their matter northesr manner pleased
him; and he complained that "he was required to attend dull comments
on artificial ethics and logic detailed in such barbarous Latin, that he
professed to know as little of it as he then knew of Arabic/'10 It was
good that he was permitted to study on his own, which gave him an
opportunity to pursue the classics further. He also turned his attention
to Oriental studies. On the advice of Dr Sumner, he tried to get his
Greek and Latin compositions ready for the press, but his enthusiasm
was checked by some of his friends who advised a postponement of the
project. These compositions included a comedy bearing the title Mormo;
and the same is said still to exist in such a state of mutilation that it
would need considerable conjectural emendation for publication.

On 31 October 1764-after a few months' stay at Oxford- Jones
was unanimously elected one of the four scholars on the foundation of
Sir Simon Bennet. The scholarship improved matters on the economic
front. The prospect of a fellowship, which he expected rather
impatiently, was yet remote.

Presently, a good opportunity offered itself to him to display his
penchant for Oriental studies; a fellow student of his, who had an
impressive library in Arabic, induced him to make a study of the
language. Jones was not the man to let go such a chance, and took to
Arabic studies with zeal. In acquiring the pronunciation, he was helped
by a native of Aleppo, who spoke and wrote the language with fluency.
Jones discovered him by accident in London, where he usually spent
his vacation, and brought him to Oxford with the promise of maintenance.
With the help of this Syrian, Mirza, Jones studied all the classics in

9 Ibid, p48
m Ibid, p.54